[Infrared coagulation of the lung. Initial experimental and clinical results].
With regard to the good results which were found using the infrared coagulator (IRC) in hemostasis of liver and spleen experimental and clinical investigations of the lung were performed. Animal experiments elucidated the necessity of ligation of greater vessels as well as bronchi. Secure plugging of lung tissue was also possible following increased positive pressure respiration. A mean maximal extend of necrosis of 3 mm was measured. Clinical use in 11 patients proved secure plugging of tissue due to IRC application. Drainages could be removed within 4 days without appearance of broncho-pleural fistulas.